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Multi-million euro project to revolutionise local markets in 

South of England and North of France 
 

Basildon Council will lead a new 5.6 million euro project that will support the development of local 

markets in the South of England and the North of France. The project will create a unique brand 

of high quality markets that will significantly increase the number of local and tourist visitors to 

market towns. 

 

The cross-border project between France and the UK, known as GoTrade (Growth of the Visitor 

Economy through Traditional Markets, Employment and Skills), will receive 3.8 million euros from 

the EU funded Interreg France (Channel) England Programme¹. 

 

High streets, town centres and local market places in both France and the UK have suffered 

significantly from declining footfall, as shoppers choose to favour online shopping and cheaper 

foreign alternatives. The GoTrade project will look to reverse this trend by combining local offers 

in 9 markets across France and the UK into a high quality brand of markets, targeted at both local 

residents and tourist visitors. This brand will be known as ‘GoTrade’.  

 

The GoTrade brand will represent a mark of good quality and diverse local products sold by 

certified market traders. This certification will ensure market traders offer good customer service 

and use professional techniques when selling to clients.  

 

The project will trial the markets in several French and UK towns including Great Yarmouth, 

Basildon, Castle Point and Amiens. The GoTrade markets will aim to attract more than 300,000 

new visitors over 3 years. 

 

The project will also offer support to traders by using modern methods of communication to help 

them market their products and by introducing digital technologies such as ‘click and collect’.  

 

Certified traders will also be given GoTrade passports that will enable them to travel and trade at 

any of the GoTrade markets in France and the UK. 

 

As well as supporting local traders and attracting local customers, the GoTrade brand will aim to 

turn market places into a visitor experience for tourists by hosting themed events, helping to 

attract more visitors and increase their length of stay in market towns.  

 

Sam Terrell, Senior Economic Development Officer at Basildon Council said: ‘Basildon Council is 

delighted to be leading the GoTrade project, which we’re confident will give a much welcomed boost to 

our beloved markets across the southern England and northern France. Leading on such a strong and 

diverse partnership will ensure this unique and exciting project will significantly benefit traders, visitors  

and the tourism industry in equal measure.’ 
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The project budget will total 5.6 million euros with 69% funded by the Interreg France (Channel) 

England programme, representing a European Regional Development Fund budget of 3.8 million 

euros. A total of 16 organisations from France and the UK will be involved in the project which will 

last 3 years. 

-Ends- 

 

For further information, please contact: 

 

Titus Carey, Interreg France (Channel) England (FCE) Communications Officer - +44 7452 924 800 

 

Notes to Editors 

1. The Interreg FCE Programme is a European Territorial Cooperation programme that aims 

to fund high quality cooperation projects in the Channel border region between France 

and England. It focuses on a range of specific objectives including supporting innovation, 

improving the attractiveness of the FCE area and developing low carbon technologies. 

The Programme has a total of €223 million of ERDF funds to distribute by 2023 and is 

managed by Managing Authority Norfolk County Council. 

2. The Programme operates within a clearly defined eligible area, covering the South and 

East Coasts of England from Cornwall to Norfolk, and the North Coast of France from 

Finistère to Pas-de-Calais. The programme area can be found here.  

3. Project Partners: 

Lead Partner: Basildon Borough Council (UK) 

Great Yarmouth Borough Council (UK) 

Castle Point Borough Council (UK) 

Gravesham Borough Council (UK) 

NMTF Ltd – National Market Traders Federation (UK) 

University of Greenwich (UK) 

Town Centre Partnership Company Ltd - Great Yarmouth (UK) 

Visit Kent (UK) 

Agence d’urbanisme et de développement Pays de Saint-Omer Flandre (France) 

Communauté de Communes du Pays de Lumbres (France) 

Ville d’Amiens (France) 

Ville de Louvigné du Désert (France) 

Pas de Calais Tourisme (France) 

Chambre d’Agriculture du Nord-Pas-de-Calais (France) 

Ville De Caen (France) 

Office de Tourisme et des Congrès Caen la mer Normandie (France) 

4. More information about the Programme can be found at https://interreg5a-fce.eu/.  
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